File No.2/2/CDMPS/2017-R&A
Government of India
Ministry of Corporate Affairs

Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) is inviting second phase of research
proposals in the current fiscal year with the primary objective of “Funding
Research and Studies, Workshops and Conferences etc.” This shall be done by
way of sponsoring Research, Studies and Surveys etc. with a view to extract
knowledge from data that will eventually inform policy and facilitate decision
making in a market driven economy in areas related, inter alia, to corporate
growth and corporate functioning in the overall macro-economic perspective.
The research proposals should be submitted in the prescribed format as in
Annex-I. The detailed guidelines for funding ‘Research and Studies, Workshops
and Conferences etc.” are given at Annex-II. Research Proposals received on or
before 15th September, 2017 will only be considered for funding. Proposals,

queries, clarifications etc. may be mailed at cdm.research@meca.gov.in.



mailto:cdm.research@mca.gov.in

Annex-I

Format of the Research Proposal

e Expected length of the research proposal should not exceed more than 5 pages and
shall be in the format as stated below:

I. Title
The title of the planned research project. While the title should be brief, it should
be accurate, descriptive and comprehensive, clearly indicating research area. A

realistic time frame in which it is planned to complete the project may also be given.

II. Objective/Background to the Problem

(i) This section should precisely cater to the questions such as “What problem do I
want to address or what question(s) do I want to answer?” Also elaborate on the
variables and their relationships. Elaborate on the question “why this problem or
question is important?

III. Literature Review

(i) In this section give a literature review covering “Who else has worked on this or
similar problems?”/”What methods were used?”/ “What were the results or
conclusions of previous research?” etc.

(ii)) Also show the relevance of your research vis-a-vis other researches that have
been done.

IV. Research Design and Methodology

This section should explain in detail how it is intended to approach and proceed with
the study. This is very important part of the research outline and should receive a
lot of attention. It may well be the longest section of your proposal. Give detailed
information about how you intend to answer your research questions. Give answers
to questions such as “How will I limit my study”/ “What data do I need to collect?”/
“What statistical methods/techniques will I use to collect the data and how will I
justify them?”/ “How will I analyze my data”/ “The controls you will introduce”/
“Ethical issues “etc.

V. Expected Results and output of the study

(i) Should highlight the expected findings from your study and what results do you
expect from your research?

(ii) In this section, elaborate on how data will be used to answer your research
questions(s), to make generalizations, to defend assertions, to examine possible

alternative outcomes to construct a plausible argument.

VI. Costing and Timelines

Indicate the costing/financial implications for your study. The timelines of the
project should be aligned with the schedule of disbursal of grants indicated in the
prescribed guidelines.
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. GUIDELINES FOR FUNDING RESEARCH AND STUDIES, |
- WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES ETC. UNDER THE PLAN SCHEME

TCORPORATE DATA MANAGEMENT” OF THE
-MINISTRY OF CORPORATE AFFAIRS

L INTRODUCTION -

L1 “Funding Research and Studies, Workshops and Conferences ete.” is conceived
- as a coraponent part of a Cental Sector Plan Scheme, titled “Corporate Data
Management” proposed to be implemented by the Ministry of Coxporate Affairs, The
" major focns is to utiliss the wealth of data svailzble with the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs by way of sponsoring Reseatch, Shidics and Sorveys ete. in areas related, fmer
alia, to corporate growth in overall macro-economic perspective. -

12. 'This would also incinde fnding of Seminars, Workshops, Conferepces, -
‘Symposia and Publications (Reports, Books and Monographs) which extract knowledge -
primarily from {he MCA database and other sources, having implications for corporate
‘govemnance and faster, sustainablé and inchusive growih, C

under the supervision of a “Teohnical Commitiee” constituied ander Paragraph 3.1
below., ) ; . ’

1.3, This is to be implemented by ihe Researsh and Analysis Division of the Ministry,

14. The proceduie for approving grani-in-aid, monetary . ceilings, advances,
instalments ste. would be 2s preseribed inthe following paragraphs. Aspects not directly o
covered in these guidelines witl ke regulated by the provisions of the General Financinl : <
Rules of the Government of India, - . _ :

L OBIBCTIVES

2.1. The primary objective of “Punding Research ond Studies, Workshops.-and

. Conferences ere.” is to better utilise the repository of corporate sector data available

" with the Minisiry under the MCAZ21 S-governance system, with a view o extract

- knowledge from data that will eventnally inform policy and facilitate decision making

in a market driven ecenomy. The following illustrative list of themes for research,
studies, conferences etc. has been identifieq : ' ' :

()  Financial Inclusion and shareholders democracy;

(i)  Corporate Bond Markets; , '

(i) Investor Protection and Investor Bducation; , :

{(v)  Performence of corporaies {eomiribution to GDP, investment, revenue,
profitabiliny esc.); P &

v} Corporate governance;




s m ‘ e ) sre
T (¢}  Corporate social responsibility;

Competition law and practice;

(v} | vy

~{vill} Consumer protection vis-3-vis corporate functioning;
() Transparency in corporate functioning; 5
(x)  Fase of Doing Business; and

&y

2.2.  Research, Stndies and surveys, Publication {Reports, Books and Monographs) of
resulis of Research Stodies, and Dissemvination of knowledge (Semiuars, Workshops,

- Confetenses and Symposia at the Natioeal level fernational level) acquired/ built
through results of Research Studies, whether undertaken through; funding under these - -
guidelines .or Ottierwise, on' the above silyects) fulfilling the objectives will ‘be
considered for gront-in-nid, voder these ouidelines, e wa 3 e F

Social Audit of corporate sector ﬁmntmmng

23
(@

- The purposs of Seminer ete. Should bs o )
Stinsalate an foformed discussion or debate on research ’rhézggg{tpp_icg; essential
.. #0 corperaie sector growth, cnlighfened regulation and positipning of corporates

_ - ‘#szesponsible citizeag, end -
) idszﬁ;ﬁmﬁnnafpm&ms and jdentification
- problems that would help corporate’ seitor
. the Government/ cororate Sector, ,

with

/
1

of remedial measures fo pre-existing
growih and/or re-orient practices of .

gotive participation of; and partnership wifh fhe institutes of "t‘Pm‘e, as well as
repowped nawes in fhe relevant fisld, i : ¢ =
24. . The proposals for conducting Research, Studies, Surveys, Publication (Reports,
Books and Monographs), hilding of Seminiirs, Waotkshops, Conferences and Symposia
- eic. are refarred o ae ‘proposals” hersinafier in thegs guidelines, . -4
HI. APPROVAL PROCESS

posed by the Ministry itself or received from the
consideration of grant-in-aid before the Technical -

3.1, Al propossls (whether o
Applicants) would be placed for
Commitiee, consisting oft

. Economic Advicer, MCA.
Director (TFD), MCA.
Director (Smtistics), MCA
Two Non-official
Inter-Ministerial 4 dvisory Croup
Director (R&A), MCA

Experts to be nominated by the

Chairperson

Menber

Member

Members
Mereber-Seeretary -

s -




- 3.2, The fanctions and powers of the Technical Commitiee will be : ‘_

() _The Technical Committee may add to; ‘deletd from, or otheiwiss amend; the
© abéve list of issues/ themes/ topics in Paragraph 2.1; . :

()" The Techiical Committee may acceptireject any proposal fuily or partly and to

N ' require modification of any component including the scope, coverage,

methodology, timelines, deliverables, or time or venue, as the case may be, w}nie
finally recommending the disbursal of a.grant in respect of any proposal;

. ’ . v C e s !
Gil) Formats of applications/ project proposals seeking funding/ grant-in-aid; wnder

thiest guidelines will be finalised with the gpproval of the Technical Commitiee.
~ These would e placed on the website of the Ministry for general information;

(iv)  The Technical Committee may mcommend the assignment of speific projects

of interest to the Ministry to a Partner. Organization, by issuing “Terms of
Reference”, “Pariner ‘Organization” means the organisations fonctioning under
the aegis of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, i.e., the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India, Institute of Company. Secretaries of India, Institute of Cost
Accountants of India and the Indian Institite of Corporate Affairs;

. (W The Technical Committee may invite tenders regarding specific pmjem.é of

interest to the Ministry by issuf “Requsst for Proposals™;

(). The Technical Commitiee may call fof-prdgress report on the study/ reas@rc}i
undertaken, at periodic intervals, starting froma the date of approval/ sariction of
the project; . ) .

(vil) The Technical Committee may take expert opinion as to assess of review au on-
© going rescarch/study; and - ’ . : v R

(Vi) The Technical Committee may, in its diserstion, call off the processing of 4
project, whether before or after the approval of a grent; if it appears to the
Technical Committee that the project is not worth pursning at Government cost.

3.3. Upon receipt of the minutes of the meeting of the Technical Commitiee, as
approved by its Chairperson, containing the recommendations on each case considered
" by it, whether to fond, part-fimd, 1eject a proposal or withdraw/cance] g grant already
sanctioned, the corresponding files will be processed by the Research and Analysis
Division for administrative and financial approvals. The files will be routed though the
- IFD for the approval of Seoretary, MCA. The approval, if and when received, will be
executsd by issue of orders of sanction and release of funds or by orders of cancellation,

as the case may be. ’ .

’ v\;‘f&:&m‘ . 36




. V. ELIGIBILITY -

&1 Iostitutions/Organisations .., those Societies, Trusts and Non-Profit Comparies

. which fulfil the following Exp ise and Standing specifications will be eligible to apply -

for fomding/ grent-in-aid under these guide}ines:
(A) Specifications of Standing: - ( , _
-  The Applicant (Institation/Orgapisatio ) must have valid regisiratio

' - sociely, irust, non-profit company sfe. -t least thiee years;

FL@) The Applicant (Tostitution/Organisation) must-have- been wo in

research/ survey projectsin the pastforat Ieast fhree years preceding; and

@) EBducational quatifications” and fessatch ‘capabilities of the falltime

- . proféssionals and techriical Human- rescurce should commensurately
reflect dopain knowledgs, . - - - & 4 . E,

®B)  Expertise, Wkaréwﬁha} and level of commitment: The Tostitotion must

. end aifioal anays

bl <

@ . possess expertise in- desiging 1686
L o oomomicinferpretationy | i _ y
(i) “be equipped with hardware andsopls. :fc@'ézmd,!ingisr}ge-sqsie data,and
(i) be_gble. to dedicate - experts/ profédsionals during the term :{i“}l}&
|, xesearchisurvey project as their mairna@ivity (not-merely s a subsidiaty
 activity), so.s 10 ensnre adequate levels of commitment and timeliness in
“detivery of fhe resulfs. W : - N
4.2. . Individuals with proven levels of commitment and expertise will also be eligible
for applying for funding/ grant-in-aid for résearch, siudies, surveys and publications,,
er these guidelings. ' v,

43, No ofganisaﬁon which has commercial ‘smterest in the proposal shall be

_ considersd for granis under these guidelines. No praject which is funded, fully or partly

by any international organisation or a mmulti-national company or.a multi-national trust,
shall be considered for funding vnder these guidelines, o y

44 PBreach of any cmdﬁticﬂ" contained in the sanstion letter, or suppression of dny
material fact concerning the cligibility/ ineligibility of an applicant would fender the
defaulting party fiable for being black-listed or debarred from Teceiving any grant under

these guidshines fora period specified by the Technical Committes. . S
V.  FPORM OF ASSISTAN CE AND DISBURSAL

‘5.1 _The grant-in<aid in respect of a proposal 1o an.lnsﬁtuﬁon will not exceed ¥
-15,00,000/- (Rupees fifieen lakh only), and the corresponding ceiling in respect of an

individual will be T 500,900/~ (Rupees five lakh ondyl, In ease 2 project proposal is
proposed to be part-funded by other organisation(s) aiso, the details thereof shall be

- submitted as early ac possible, and in no case later than two waeks afier the “fanding

e S -

from the other organisation(s) isfare confinmed, ,
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3 2 "Zba Scheduls of disbursal of grant would generally be as follows: -

”i}eseargh Propos ais . i
* |lostalment | Amount Conditzons _
‘i First - 40% _ On issue of sanction iﬁtw‘.ﬁ B
Second 4% .| On submzssmn of fizsi-draft. A presemtatxon will be
K ' lamngedeCA 1o discuss draft Report/ fidings, -
Final Upon acesptance of- the teport-and submission of}-

requisite number of hard and soft-copies 6F ¢omplete

setof ail dncuments used and repert

Proggsa for Sepninare, Conferences gte.

il

0%

[Instabivent - [ Amount | Conditions
| First 60% On fasue of snchnlefer. | o &
1 On submrission of the Report of xhe ﬁroceedmgs of the |

condfsrence gic. with a cam}efx sef of4ll ddouments used
and the fimal comclusions/ 'racammendattom
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