£\ No. 15/1/2018-Public
* \  Government of India/Bharat Sarkar
018 é‘_l"ﬂinistry of Home Affairs/Grih Mantys
S Public Section
North Block, New Delhi-01

Dated the 2£August, 2018

0 2 AUG 2018

The Chief Secretaries / Administrators of
All State Governments / UT Administrations, '
Secretaries of all Ministries / Departments of Govt. of India.

Rk

Subject:-Strict compliance of the provisions contained in the ‘Flag Code
of India, 2002’ and ‘The Prevention of Insults to National

Honour Act, 1971°- regarding.

P

ir/Madam, N

' [ am directed to say that the Indian National Flag represents
@‘“‘g s hopes and aspirations of the people of our country and hence should occupy a
' {3‘3 position of honour. There is universal affection and respect for, and loyalty to.

b%( e ‘National Flag. . Yet, a perceptible;lack of awareness is often noticed
amongst people as well as organizations/agencies of the Government, in
g regard to laws, practices and conventions that apply to display of the National

‘AUﬂ-ﬁ@IIASTIag. A copy each of ‘“The Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act,
‘Deputegecretary 1971 and ‘Flag Code of India, 2002” which governs display of National Flag,
wbs are enclosed herewith for strict compliance of the provisions contained in the
/&& Act and the Flag Code (copy also available on this Ministry’s website
g/ www.mha.gov.in). You are requested to create mass awareness programme in

¢

@\ this regard and also to give it wide publicity through advertisements in the

electronic and print media.

3 2. Further, it has been brought to notice of this Ministry that on the

Ccasions of important national, cultural and sports events, the National Flags

@ Q made of plastic are also being used in place of National Flags made of paper.
Since, plastic flags are not biodegradable like paper flags, these do not get
decomposed for a long time and ensuring appropriate disposal of National
Flags made of plastic commensurate with dignity of the flag, is a practical
problem. You are, therefore, requested to ensure that on the occasions of
important national, cultural and sports events, Flags made of paper only are
used by public in terms of the provisions of the ‘F lag Code of India, 2002’ and
such paper Flags are not discarded or thrown on the ground after the event.

MK
glsl!




Such Flags are to be disposed of, in private, consistent with the dignity of th
Flag. You are also requested to give wide publicity, for not using the National
Flag made of plastic in the slecuanie and pring mesdia,

Yours faithfully,

Encl.:-As above, ﬂ*—/""‘{& 8 w &
(Deepak Kd ar)

Under Secretary to the Government of India
Tel. 23092421

Copy to:-

President’s Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.
Vice-President’s Secretariat, New Delhi.

Prime Minister’s Office, South Block New Delhi.
Cabinet Secretariat, New Delhi. * 5%

Office of all Governors. 3

Election Commission of India, New Delhi.

Lok Sabha Secretariat, New Delhi.

Rajya Sabha Secretariat, New Delhl

© NV AW

2 Registrar, Supreme Court of Indla New Delhi.

10.  Registrar, All High Courts.

11.  Office of Comptroller and Auditor General of India, New Delhi.

12. The Union Public Service Commission, New Delhi.

13.  Central Vigilance Commission, New Delhi.

14.  NITI Aayog, Yojana Bhawan, New Delhi.

15.  All attached & Subordinate Offices of the Ministry of Home Affairs,
16. 20 Spare copies. i

L(qu“é/
(Deepak l! ar)

Under Secretary to the Government of India
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 FLAG CODE OF INDIA

e ] ""'dran Hatiorial flag represents the hopes and aspirations of
ple of Indm It isthe symboi ef our national pmie Over the last

The sxgmﬁcance of the colours and the chakra in the National
F%ag was amply described by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan in the
Constituent Assembly which unanimously adopted the National Flag.
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan explained—*Bhagwa or the saffron coioar
denotes renunciation of disinterestedness. Our leaders must be
indifferent to material gains and dedicate themselves to their work.
The white in the centre is light, the path of truth to guide our conduct.
The green shows our relation to soil, our relation to the plant life here
on which all other life depends. The Ashoka Wheel in the center of the
white is the wheel of the law of dharma. Truth or satya, dharma or
virtue ought to be the controlling principles of those who work under
this flag. Again, the wheel denotes motion. There is death in stagnation.
There is life in movement. India should no more resist change, it must
move and go forward. The wheel represents the dynamism of a peaceful
change.”

There 1s universal affection and respect for, and loyalty to, the
National Flag. Yet, a perceptible lack of awareness is often noticed not
only amongst people but also in the organizations/agencies of the
Government, in regard to laws, practices and conventions that apply to
the display of the National Flag. Apart from non-statutory instructions
issued by the Government from time to time, display of the National
Flag is governed by the provisions of the Emblems and Names
(Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950 (No. 12 of 1950) and the



£ g :'i
B i
. Prevention of Insults.to Natignal Honour Act, 1971 (No. 69 of 1971). e
5% Flag Code of india, 2002 is ah attempt 1o bring together all such laws, %
% } conventions, practices and instructions for the guidance and benefit of ?i;
o all concerned. il
%” . For the sake of conyenience, F lag Code of India, 2002, has been % |
0 dmded into, three par’t ?aﬁ ] ofthe Code contains general description £ ‘
ofthe Nattonal}?ia? ‘_Pgrtrll of the Code is devoted to the display of the g
7 - National Flag bygnembﬂrs of public, private organizations, educational i
instititions, etc, Part 11 of the Code relates to display of the National ?;
Flag by Central and State Governments and their organizations and E
agenciés. {
£
Flag Code of India, 2002, takes effect from January 26,2002 and 5
supersedes the ‘Flag Code—India® as it existed. £
P
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PART I )

' GENERAL

jtmna% Fiag shall be a tri -coiom' pane§ made up of
ular panels or sub-panels of equal widths. The
top paﬁa‘i shall be India saffron (Kesari) and that
e bottom panel shall be India green. The middle panel
shall b :'hzte bearing at its centre the design of Ashoka Chakra
inna e colour with 24 equally spaced spokes. The Ashoka

1t preferabiy be screen printed or otherwise printed
or sten :ied or suitably embroidered and shall be completely
v:sxble on beth sides of the Flag inthe centre of the white panel.

l 2 The National Flag of India. shajl be made of hand spun
and hand woven wool/cotton/silk khaéi ’mmtmg

. The Natmnai Flag shall be rectanguiax in shape. The ratio
of the iength to the height (width) of the Flag shall be 3:2.

1.4 ’I’he standard sizesof the Natxonal 'Elag shall be as follows:-

Flag Size No. Dxmens:ons in mm

6300 X 4200
3600 X 2400
2700 X 1800
1800 X 1200
1350 X 900

900 X 600

L 450 X 300

© 225 X 150

150 X 100

wm@_a\.m_.&wmw

L5 An approprzate size should be chosen for display. The

flags of 450X300 mm size are intended for aircrafts on VVIP
ﬁ;ght:; 275% 150 mm size for motor-cars and 150X100 mm
size for table flags.
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HOISTIN .G@KSPLAYI’U&& @E? NATIONAL FLAG BY
MEMBERS OEPUBLIC,: PRIVATE ORGANISATIONS,
: EBUC&EE@N&F*:EFJSTETUTIONS ETC.

' SE‘CTI@N i
2.1 ’I‘here shaﬂ he e restrhtaan on  the dispia’gf
of the Natwnaﬁ Fiag by members of general

i e a2

puhhc, prwate m'gamzataem, educational institutions,
ete., except to the extent provided in the Emblems and
Names (Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950% and

*The Emblems and Names (E’reventien of Improper Use) Act, 1950.

Section 2:  In this Act, unless the conéext otherwise requires.-

Section 3:

T

NOTE:

(a) "ernblem” means any emblem. seal, flag, insignia,
coai-of-arms or pictorial representation specified in
the Schedule.

Notwithstanding anything contained in any law for

the time being in force. no person shall, except in
such cases and under such conditions as may be
prescribed by the Central Government, use, or
continue to use, for the purpose of any trade,
business, calling or profession, or in the titie of any

patent. or in any trade mark of design, any name.or

emblem specified in the Schedule or any colourable
imitation thereof withouwut ihe previous permission of
the Central Government or of such officer of
Government as may be authorised in this behalf by
the Central Government.

The Indian National Flag has been specified as an
emblem in the Schedule to the Act.

&
b
St

Al

G st o I TR s . B
bk ',ﬂ\"‘ff“"’ﬁfiﬁ}“ :55,‘-‘_,’3'7’5:_,.'?-?{-:*.“"‘*‘?,;- .\f’.ﬁ?’*?"'?-wf‘ﬁ"_:"‘-ﬂ‘v;,-\‘*'r',_-*_:',:‘r;tfr"v S S et e 'P"ﬂ%"‘fs?ﬂy
. . : e e . . - P e P B o J A S ]

TinH
Wy

!

e o PR TIATA



the Preve;;uen o .Insults to National Honour Act, 1971** and

on the subject. Keeping m view the
f orementxoned Acts -

“lag shall ‘not be used for cemmerczal purposes in
ation of the Emblem and Names (vaefmon of Improper
ct, 1950;

lag_.shail not be dzpped in salute to any perscm er thmg,

revention of Insults to National Honour Act, 1971

Section 2:  Whoever in any public place or in any other place

e within public view burns, mutilates, defaces, defiles,
disfigures; destroys, tramples upon or otherwise
brings into contempt (whether by words, either spoken
orwritten, or by acts) the Indian National Flag ... ... ..
or any parr thereof, shall be punished with
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three
years, or with fire, or with both.

- Expfanatzon 1. - Comments expressing

~ disapprobation or criticism of... ... ... the Indian

National Flag or of any measures of. fhe Government

with a view to obtain ... ... ... .or an alteration of the

- Indian National Flag by lawful means do not
B constitute an offence under this section.

Exp!anaimrz 2. - The expresszan “Indian National

- Flag" includes any picture, painting, drawing or

- photograph, or other visible representation of the

Indian National Flag, or of any part or parts

fherevf made of any substance or represented on
any substance.

Explanation 3. - The expression "public place”
means any place intended for use by, or accessible
to, the public and includes any public conveyance.
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(iii) the Flag shall notbe flown at half—mast except on occasions
on which the Flag is flown 41 Half-mast on public buildings

in accordance with the instructions issued by the

Governmient;s’ -~ 7 v e |

(iv) the Flag shell not be used- 3s.a drapery in any form

whatsoayon fné D

shallinof.betised as.a. portion of costume or
«ofality descripfioningeshall it be embroidered or
, cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins or any

PR L R IR T
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printed.

R R B
(viy+lettering-ofany
(vu}ﬁ}pﬁ;%gshaﬁnetba used as a receptagle for receiving,

-delivering; holding or carrying anything;

'- prowidéd-"{ha‘i there shall be no objectionto keeping flower
petals inside the Flag before it is unfurled as part of
celebrations on special occasions and on National Days
like the Republic Day and the Independence Day;

(viii)'when used on occasions like unveiling of a statue, the
Flag shall be displayed distinctly and separately and it
shall not be used as a covering for the statue or monument;

V-

R et
Lot T

kind shall not be put upon the Flag;

(ix) ‘the Flag shall not be used to cover a speaker's desk nor
- shall it be draped over 2 speaker's platform; '

(x) ; {th?. Flag'_—'éhaii not be intentionally allowed to touch'_‘the
ground er the floor o%traii in water. o

(xi) the Flag shall not be draped ovet the hood, top, sides ér
back of a vehicle; train. boat or an aircraft;. |

(xii) the Flag shall notbeusedasa covering for a building; and

* (xiii) the Flag shall not be intentionally displayed with the

“"gaffron” down.
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e iofgubhc aprivate orgamzaum@raneéucamnal
hoist/display the National Flag on all days and
ceremonial or ethermse Consistent with the dignity

_the National Flag -

ne __ﬁr the National Flag is displayed, it should occupy
,r.posmon of honour and should be dlstmcﬂy placed;

adamagad or disheve,i led Flag should not be d:spiayed

{131) the Flag should not be flown from a smgie masthead
smultmeomly with any other flag or ﬂags,

(w) the Flag sho:sid not be ﬂawr; on any veh::cle except in
accordance with the pmvmoﬁs ceﬁtamcd in Section IX of
Part III of this Code;

(v) whentheFlagis d13piayed ona speaker‘s platform, it should
be flown on the speaker's x}ght as he faces the audience or
flat against the wall, above and behlnd the speaker;

(vi). when the Flagis displayed | t}at and honwmal on a wall, the
saffron band should be upper most and when displayed
, vemcaiiy, the saffron band shall be onthe ﬁght with reference

to the Flag (i.e. left to the person facmg the Flag);

(vii) to the: &xtem gassxb}.e, the Fiag should conform to the
speczﬁsanons prescribed in Part I of this Code.

(viii) no othf:r ﬂag or bunting should be placed higher than or
abm e or side by side with the National Flag; nor should any
“object mcludmg flowers or garlands or emblem be placed
. on or above the Flag-mast from which the Flag is flown;

(ix) the Flag should not be used as a festoon, rosette or
bunting or in any other manner for decoration;

(x) ‘the Flag made of paper may be waved by public on
occasions of important national, cultural and sports
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~events. However, such. paper Flags should not be
- discarded orthrown on theground after the event. As far
as possible; it sheuldbie:disposed of in private consistent

with the dignity of the Flag;.

(xi) ‘where theiFlagis:didplayelith open, it should, as far as
possiblejbeflgwndiom Sunrise to sunset, irrespective of

sh,h
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“as'may damage it

log :sm a dar gedor S;Oi_led condition, it shall
Syel as 4 WholE I v breferably by burning or
ey e Sy - N

by any othe ‘methodcoﬁ%rsteniwﬂzme dignity of the Flag.

SECTIONTL =

2.3 The National Flag may be heisted in educational
institutions (schools, colleges;sposis Camps, scort camps, stc.)
to inspire respect for the Flag. 'A'model set of instructions for
guidance is given below-~ =

(i}  The Schoolwill assemble In open square formation with
pupiils forming the three sides and the Flag-staff-at the
centre.ofthe fourth side. The Headmastey, the pupilleader
and the person unfurling the Flag (if other than the

......

Headmaster) will stand three paces behind the F iagr-staﬂ’

(i) * The pupilswiil fall according to classes and insquads of
ten (or other number according 1o sirength). These squads
will be arranged one behind the other. The pupil leader
of the class will stand to the right of the first row of his
class and the form master will stand three paces behind
the last row of his class, towards the middle. The classes
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(D

- will be arranged along the square in the order of seniority

fh_-';tfhe;s?nicm&st class at the right end.

St&?icc-;??m?ecn -each row should be at least one
ches); and the space between Form and Form

Mhen each Form or Class is ready, the Class leader will
- step forward and salute the selected school pupil leader.
-~ ‘Assoon as all the Forms are ready, the school pupil leader
will step up to the Headmaster and salute him. The
- . Headmaster will return the salute. Then, the Flag will be
~ unfurled. The School pupil leader may assist.

(v) . The School pupil leader in charge of the parade (or
assembly) will call the parade to attention, just before
the unfurling, and he will call them to the salute when the

- Flag flies out. The parade will keep at the salute for a
brief interval, and then on the command "order”, the
parade will come to the attention position.

(Vi) The Flag Salutation will be followed by the National
Anthem. The parade will be kept at the attention during
this part of the function

(vii) On all occasions when the pledge is taken, the pledge
will follow the National Anthem. When taking the pledge
the Assembly will stand to attention and the Headmaster
will administer the pledge ceremoniously and the
Assembly will repeat it after him.

(viii) In "pl'eéfgi'ng' allegiance to the National Flag, the practice
to be adopted in Schools is as follows:-
Standing with folded hands, all repeat together the
following pledge:
pi | ;}le_dgr: ',aile_giaase_ to the National Flag and to the

Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic for
which it stands."



PART. III —

THE CENT RAL AND STA‘? ' GOVERNMENTS AND

THEIR ORGANISATIONS AND AGENCIES.
MQM

DEFENCE INSTALLATIONS/HEADS OF MISSIONS/POSTS

3.1 The prbvlsmﬁs of this Paﬂ: ‘shall z’éa’t apply to Defence
Installations that have their esm mie fos* display of the National
Flag.

3.2 The National Flag may aise be ﬁowa on the Headquarters
and the residences of the Heads of Missions/Posts abroad in
the countries where it is customary for dipiomatic and consular
representatives to fly their Naz;i{mai Flags on the Headquarters
and their official residences.

SECTIONII

OFFICIAL DISPLA\Y

3.3 Subjegi to the pmv:szoﬁs &:ﬁntameé in Section I above, it
shall be mandatory for all Governments and their ergamsat:ons!
agencies to follow the provisions contained I in this Part

3.4 On all occasions for official display, only the Flag
conforming to specifications laid down by thg Bureau of Indian
Standards and bearing their standard mark shall be used. On
other occasions also, it is desirable that only such Flags of
appropriate size are flown.




 SECTIONINI

ISPLAY G S

rthe Flag is flown, it shou]d occupy the position
: be distinctly piﬁed

‘,-,«...-:.3“6 Where the practice is to ﬂy the Flag on any public
e -f“jbmldmg, it shall be flown on that building on all days including -
f'- f‘_;fSundays and holidays and, except as provided in this Code, it
 shall be flown: se

n from sun-rise to -set i irrespective of weather
candmen& The Flag may be: ﬂﬁwn" onsuch a building at mght

also but thls should be on}y on very spec1al occasmns

3.7 The Fiag shall always be. hmsted briskly ami lowered slowly
and: ceremﬁmausly When the hoisting and the lowering of the
Flag is accompanied by appropri bugle calls, the hoisting and
lowering should be simultaneous with the bugle calls.

3.8 Whﬁn the Flag is d1s;9§ayed from a staff projecting
horizontally or atan angle froma wmdowsﬂl baicany, or front of
a bmldmg, the 'safﬁ-on banci shaii 'be'at:tha farther end of the staff.

at \and honmntai ona wall,
pand - upper most and when d:splayed

¢ saffron band shaii‘ibe to the right with reference
to the Flag, i. e it may be to t}}e left of a person facing it.

3.10 When the Flag is dxsplayed ona speakez's platform, it

shall be ﬂawn ona staff on the speaker's right as he faces the

audlence or flat against the wall above and behmd the speaker.

3.11 When used on occasions like the unveiling of a statue,
the Fiag shall be displayed distinctly and separately.

3.12 When thc Flag is displayed alone on a motor car, it shall be
flown from a staff, which should be affixed firmly either on the
middle front of the bonnet or to the front right side of the car.



s e e B G AT
e e A

kg r aa b e
[

Cotbosd 90 s s

et m n

i e s S e

R L ;

G
3.13 When the Flag is. c.a.med

m«a processmn or a parade, it shall
be either on the: marclung noht, i.e. the Flag's own right, or if

there is a line of other; flag gem of the céntre of the line.

¥

Pl

17 Thé Fiag shaﬁ nof be‘q : estean ‘rosette or bunting
of'in any ether anner f’c:ur Hecgratmn '

3. 18 The Flag shall not be use_::d to-cover a speakers desk nor
-~ shall it be draped over a: speaker s platform

3. 19 The Flag shall not be dasplayed with the “saffron" down

3.20 The Fla,t7 shaii noft be allma ed to touch the creund or the
floor or irail in water.

3. 21 The Flag shaﬁ nm be dlsplayed or fastened in any manner
" asmay damaoe it.
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: SECTIONV

32 _ﬁe‘Flag shall not be used as a drapery in any form
T - whatsoever except in State/Military/Central Parg military
“+ - Forces funerals hereinafter provided. - |

” 3"...‘23 ’E‘he Flag shall 'z-z:.:ot be dmpeﬂ__aver the hood, top, sides or
back of a vehicle, train or boat,

3.24 The Flag shall not be used or stored in such a manner as
may damage or soil it. |

3.25 When the Flagis in a damaged or soi

d o Ic@_‘gﬁpndition, it shall
not be cast aside or disrespectfully disposed of but shall be
destroved as a whole in private, preferably by burning or by

i

any other method consistent with the dignity of the Flag.
3.26 The Flag shall not be nsed__-gS‘_a'c0vé;§1;g}f§r.a building.

2.27 The Flag shali'-;mt:be useéas ,apom of 'é-_cosmme or
uniform of any description. It shall 1ot be embroidered or
printed upon cushions, hmdkerchxefs,naphns or boxes.

3.28 Lettering of any kind shall not be put n;mn the Flag.

3.29 The Flag shall not be used in any form of advertisement
nor shall an advertising si gn be fastened to the pole from
which the Flag is flown. |

3.30 The Flag shall not be used as a répeptaﬁla for receiving,
delivering, holding Or carrying anything.

Provided that there shal] be 1o objection to keeping flower
petals inside the F lag before it is unfurled, as part of
celebrations on special occasions and on National Days
like the Republic Day and the Independence Day.
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3.33 Flags of foreign countries shall proceed as from the

National Flag in aiphabetzcal order &n'the Basis of Enghsh -

vers Gns c-f the na.mes of the_c_ Umrws yoncemed

%,;:b" A
,%%?g%é' le 1 e.. man

? ,hall be ad(}pted

3 34 In r:asa?:s gsgs arﬁ%gj? ;ﬂe

aI'C OI' a SEIHI OEI'C

%"ﬁg 'shasz
and the. ﬂag&'giaﬁ.o

clockwise’ ‘manher un‘tﬂ the last ﬁao lé placed ‘next to the

National FIag Itisng "necessa'._rj tg use separate National -
Flags to. mark thq begl_ ifig; i ﬁe end cu the czrcle of
flags. The Natlo;_zal F Iag sbg{;l also
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- 3.35 Whenthe Natzonai Flag 1s displayed against a wall with

another ﬂag from cmssed staffs, the National Flag shall
be on the right i.e. the Fiag 's own right, and its staff shaii
‘be in front of the staff of the other ﬂag 'i'he position *

ﬂlustrated in ti}e dlagm bei@w e
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3:36 |

oniiBlapiis flown along with:the
ractice isito-flysthe

isplayed.on either.side.of the

National.E

Elagron the exirer
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ithitéference4oithe direction
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3.37 When the National Flag is flown with flags of other
‘. ¢ountries, the flag masts shall be of equal size.
Internatmnai usage forbids the dzspiay of the flag of one
 pation above that of another nation m ii:ﬁe of peace

3 33 The Naimml F lag shall not be flown frﬁm a smgle mast-
- head s;muﬁtaneausly ‘with any other flag or ﬂags Thera
_ shall be segasate mast-he:ads for diﬁ&!@ﬁ‘i flags.

W

BiSi’LAY GVER PUBLIC BHILDINGS / OFFICIAL
RESIDENCES

335 Normaﬂy ‘the National ?‘%ag should be flown only on
important public buildings such as High Courts,
Secretaniats, Commissioners’ Offices, Collectorates, Jails
and offices of the District Boards, Mumﬁ:z;}ahtles and Zilla
Panshads and Departmantazi?ubhc Sﬁi:iﬂ: Undertakings.

3 4% In fmmmr areas, the National Flag may ‘be flown on the

~ border customs posts, check posts, out posts and at other

- special places where flying of the Flag has special
significance.  In addition, it may be flown on the camp

sites of berdez pa:tmls :

3.41 The Nazzenai F’lag should be flown on the official
residences of the President, Vice-President, Governors
and Lieutenant Governors when they are at Headquarters
and on the building in which they stay during their visits
to places outside the Headquarters. The Flag flown on
the official residence should, however, be brought down
as soon as the dignitary leaves the Headquarters and it
should be re-hoisted on that building as he enters the main
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SECTION IX @

DISPLAY ON MOTOR CARS

3.44 The prw:lage of ﬂymg the Natzonai Flag on motor carsis

“limited to the:-

(1) Pres:tdeat |

(2) V:ce-Presxdent‘ | e

(3) Governors and Lieuteﬂam {}e:svem@fs

(4) Heads of Indian Mi,s;smnsf}’osts abroad in the

countries to which they are accredited;

(5) Prime Minister and other éaﬁinet Ministers;
Ministers of State and Deputy Ministers of the Union;
Chief Minister and other Cabinet Mxmst&rs of a
State or Union Territory; 5
mes‘eers of State and {)epﬁty Mlmsters of a State
or Um{m Terrimry, '

{(6) Speaker of the Lok Sabha;

Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha;
Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha;
Chairmen of Legislative Councils in States

Speakers of Legislative Assemblies in States and
Union territories.

Deputy Chairmen of Legislative Councils in States;

Deputy Speakers of Legislative Assemblies in States
and Union territories;
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Gavemment the National Flag wzﬁb 4 a
ide of the.car and the: Flag of ‘ihe f{}
be ﬂOWn on the Ieft sxde of the car, L

: _,_,m_..‘{ l r-r‘ 5 _-".A%,,- :.;.: .."
3.46 When 2 forelgﬂ dignitary travels mﬁg *;; e
. w?“ Hg] .
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5 TN :
iny when. the Speczal train 1s sta ’?i. nary: o thn c&mmg
into the stanon where it-is gemg ‘{ohalts '

3.48 The Nataonal‘*Fiag wﬂl’be"ﬂown 6n the' dircraft carrying
the Preszdent the Vlce-Presadent or:the, ?rzme Mimster
on a visit to a forexon country. Algngmde the Natwnal
Flag,the Flag F'afthe cotntry vzsxted should’ aiso be ﬂown
but, when: the aircraft lands. in countrigssenroute, ‘the
National Flags of the countries teuched weuld be flown
mstead as a gesture of courtesy and goouwﬂl

Y Py %L‘
49 ‘When the Premdent goes on tour wzthm Indla, the National
" Flag will bédisplayed on the szde%v whm,‘h the Prebzdent

M RRY

‘will embark the aircraft ot dzsembark from it




SECTION X1
A=
HALF -M&STIN G @

3.50 In the event of the death of the following dignitaries, the
National Flag shall be half-masted at the places indicated
against each on the day of the death of the dignitary:-

Dignitary ' Place or places
President Joe

Vice-President g Ti*;rqughou{ India
Prime Minister gt

Speaker of the Lok Sabha Dethi.

Chief Justice of India

Union Cabinet Minister ©~ Delhi and State Capitals

Minister of State or
Deputy Minister of the Union Delhi

Governor

Lt. Governor
Chief Minister of a State Throughout the State or Union
Chief Minister of a Union territory territory concerned.

Cabinet Minister in a State Capital of the State concerned.

3.31 If the intimation of the death of any dignitary is recéived in
the afternoon, the Flag shall be half-masted on the following
day also at the place or places indicated above, provided the
funeral has not taken place before sun-rise on that day.
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‘353 1If State_moummg is to be ehsersfed‘

©

3.52 Onthe day ofthe funezal | ¢fadignitary mentioned above,
the Flag shall be half~maste [-atthe nlace where the funeral
takes place : |

.-.-.‘,

s

"‘st -ﬁl{ "glj.'g.ht{g_-{ %
6

; s J:‘:g S5
‘%"ﬁ“"@%
territory: concerned i ’che fedsevio
temtory dlgmtary '

Independence Day, Mahatama Ga.ndhl S‘B rthday, National
Week (6th to 13th April, in the mema, ‘of martyrs of
Jalianwala Bagh), any other ;parﬂcular day of national
rejoicing as may be specified, by:the Govvemment of India
or, in the case of a State, on the? annwersary of formation
of that State, the Flags shall not be flown at half-mast
except overthe building where the body of the deceased
is lying until such time it has been removed and that Flag
shall be ramed to the full-mast position after the body has

5

beeri remwed

3.56 If moummg Were o be observedina parade or processxon
where a Flac ig camed, two streamers of black crepe shall
be attached: 1o the spear head, allowing the streamers to
fall naturally “The use of black crepe in.such a manner
shall be orily by.an order of the Government.
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3.57 When flown at half-mast, the Flag shall be hoisted to the

peak for an instant, then lowered to the half-mast position,
but before lowering the Flag for the day, it shall be raised
again to the peak.

Note:- By half-mast is meant hauling down the Flag to one

half the distance between the top and the guy-line and
in the absence of the guy-line, half of the staff,

3.58 On occasions of State/Military/Central Para-Military

3.59

Forces funerals, the Flag shall be draped over the bier or
coffin with the saffron towards the head of the bier or
coffin. The Flag shall not be lowered into the grave or
burnt in the pyre.

In the event of death of either the Head of the State or
Head of the Government of a foreign country, the Indian
Mission accredited to that country may fly the National
Flag at half-mast even if that event falls on Republic Day,
Independence Day, Mahatama Gandhi's Birthday, National
Week (6th to 13th April, in the memory of martyrs of
Jalianwala Bagh) or any other particular day of national
rejoicing as may be specified by the Government of India.
In the event of death of any other dignitary of that country,
the National Flag should not be flown at haif-mast by the
Missions except when the local practice or protocol
{which should be ascertained from the Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps, where necessary) require that the
National Flag of a Foreign Mission in that country should
also be flown at half-mast.



THE PREVENTION OF INSULTS TO NATIONAL HONOUR Acg 1
No. 69 of 1971 (23" December, 1971)

(Amended by the Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Act, 2005)
No. 51 0f 2005 (20" December, 2005)

An Act to Prevent Insults to National Hononr

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Twenty- second year of the Republic of India
as follows: -

L. SHORT TITLE AND EXTENT

(1)  This Act may be called the Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act,
1971. .

(2) It extends to the whole of India.

2. INSULT TO INDIAN NATIONAT. FLAG AND CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

Whoever in any public place or in any other place within public view burns,
mutilates, defaces, defiles, disfigures, destroys, tramples upon or *otherwise
shows disrespect to or brings into contempt (whether by words, either spoken or
written, or by acts) the Indian National Flag or the Constitution of India or any
part thereof, shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to
three years, or with fine, or with both.

Explanation 1 — Comments expressing disapprobation or criticism of the Constitution or
of the Indian National Flag or of any measures of the Government witl: a view to obtain
an amendment of the Constitution of India or an alteration of the Indian National Flag
by lawful means do not constitute an offence under this section.

Explanation 2 — The expression, “Indian National Flag” includes any picture, painting,
drawing or photograply, or other visible representation of the Indian National Flag, or of
any part or parts thereof, made of any substance or represented on any substance.

Explanation 3 — The expression “public place” means any place intended for use by, or
accessible to, the public and includes any public conveyance.

*Explanation 4 - The disrespect to the Indian National flag means and includes—
()  agross affront or indignity offered to the Indian National Flag; or
(b)  dipping the Indian National Flag in salute to any person or thing; or
(¢)  flying the Indian National Flag at half-mast except on occasions on which

the Flag is flown at half-mast on public buildings in accordance with the
instructions issued by the Government; or '




(d)  using the Indian National Flag as a drapery in any form whatsoever except
in state funerals or armed forces or other para-military forces funerals; or

(e)  #using the Indian National Flag:-

(1) as a portion of costume, uniform or accessory of any description
which is worn below the waist of any person; or

(ii) by embroidering or printing it on cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins,
undergarments or any dress material; or

(f) - putting any kind of inscription upon the Indian National Flag; or

(g)  using the Indian National Flag as a receptacle for receiving, delivering or
carrying anything except flower petals before the Indian National Flag is
unfurled as part of celebrations on special occasions mcluding the

Republic Day or the Independence Day; or

(h)  using the Indian National Flag as covering for a statue or a monument or a
speaker’s desk or a speaker’s platform; or

(1) allowing the Indian National Flag to touch the ground or the floor or trail
in water intentionally; or

G) draping the Indian National Flag over the hood, top, and sides or back or
on a vehicle, train, boat or an aircraft or any other similar object; or

(k)  using the Indian National Flag as a covering for a building; or
0] intentionally displaying the Indian National Flag with the “saffron” down.
3 PREVENTION OF SINGING OF NATIONAL ANTHEM
Whoever intentionally prevents the singing of the Indian National Anthem or
causes disturbances to any assembly engaged in such singing shall be punished with

imprisonment for a term, which may extend to three years, or with fine, or with both.

*3A MINIMUM PENALTY ON SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT OFFENCE

Whoever having already been convicted of an offence under section 2 or section 3
is again convicted of any such offence shall be punishable for the second and for every
subsequent offence, with imprisonment for a term, which shall not be less than one year.

Note 1: * Inserted vide The Prevention of Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Act, 2003 (No. 31 of 2003 dated 8.5.2003)

Note 2: # Inserted vide The Prevention of Insults to National Honour
(Amendment) Act, 2005 (No. 51 of 2005 dated 20.12.2005)
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